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we will have Democrats suffer. We are 
Californians united. Our Governor has 
recognized the crisis. He declared a 
state of emergency earlier this year to 
expedite improvement of this system. 

Everything we did in this bill we 
cleared with the Army Corps and they 
say they can use this money. They 
need this money. They are going to 
move forward with these repairs. So 
my friend from Oklahoma can make 
the case every which way he wants. He 
can use rhetoric and say anything he 
wants. The bottom line is this, and I 
will quote Representative Dan Lun-
gren, a Republican, who is very well re-
spected among our Republican friends 
in this body. He said: 

Today the Sacramento region has half the 
flood protection and twice the risk as did the 
city of New Orleans prior to Katrina. The 
cost of recovering from a flood-related dis-
aster far exceeds the price of guarding 
against it. 

Unlike other issues where we have 
come to the floor and it has been Re-
publican versus Democrat, I can hon-
estly say to you that I stand here rep-
resenting a bipartisan, strong majority 
in my State and, hopefully, in the Sen-
ate, that says this: The 2005 hurricane 
season taught us some hard lessons— 
that we neglect shoring up eroded and 
damaged flood control infrastructure 
for major metropolitan areas at our 
peril. 

We always say we must learn from 
history. We must surely learn from re-
cent history. Sometimes we forget his-
tory that occurred way back, but we 
certainly should remember history 
from a year ago. 

I urge my colleagues to vote a re-
sounding no on this Coburn amend-
ment and to take a stand for innocent 
people in this valley, in this area, these 
farmlands, these farmers, and the econ-
omy, and don’t take out $11 million 
that could do so much good to restore 
these banks. 

I thank the Chair. 
I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oklahoma is recognized. 
Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, the ar-

guments that have been made by the 
Senators from California, in terms of 
needing to fix things, are probably ac-
curate. But I am sitting here thinking 
to myself, if it would take only $11 mil-
lion to take care of this, and to know 
that the earliest this money is going to 
be there is 8 weeks, if I were Governor 
of California, I would find $11 million. I 
would get that tomorrow. If it is not 
going to get done tomorrow, we ought 
to be asking why not, if the threat is 
that great and it imperils that much of 
the economy and that many people. 

I still raise the same questions. I am 
not denying this needs to get done. I 
am denying how we pay for it. We are 
not making the hard choices to cut 
something else out of the bill to pay 
for this because it is a higher priority. 
No, what we are doing is taking the 
money from future generations because 
we refuse to make those hard choices. 

That is what it is all about. We could 
have reprogrammed money within the 
Corps to get this done. The Governor 
could ask the legislature for $11 mil-
lion to get this done starting tomor-
row. If there are 29 sites, what we do 
know about the Corps is it doesn’t do 
anything fast. In this project, we know 
what they have done over the last 46 
years has not been sufficient because 
they are having these problems. We 
will finish the debate tomorrow morn-
ing. The point is, I don’t deny that this 
needs to get done. If it is the case that 
has been made by the Senators from 
California, then why hasn’t it already 
been done? If there is this impending 
emergency, why hasn’t California 
ponied up to put up the $11 million that 
is so desperately needed right now to 
pay for it, rather than asking the rest 
of the country’s children and grand-
children? If this bill had come to the 
floor paid for, I would not be out here. 
But it is not paid for. We are going to 
go write the bills and bonds to pay for 
this $11 million. Maybe that is what we 
should do. Maybe that is the priority 
we should have. But I would think that 
the rest of the American people ought 
to say, where are you getting the 
money? 

We are not making hard choices. We 
are passing it down the line. I agree if 
something were to happen, the cost 
would be much greater. I am a physi-
cian and I believe in prevention. That 
is what this debate is all about, pre-
venting America from becoming a sec-
ond-rate economy because we refuse to 
make hard decisions here on how we 
spend money. That is what this is 
about. I don’t deny the desire to ad-
dress this issue. That doesn’t have any-
thing to do with it. But if it is an emer-
gency as described at the present time, 
why doesn’t California fix it? Why 
hasn’t California ponied up the $11 mil-
lion, which is a small amount there. It 
is the fifth largest economy in the 
world. They can come up with $11 mil-
lion. 

Mrs. BOXER. Will the Senator yield? 
Mr. COBURN. Yes. 
Mrs. BOXER. Does the Senator not 

know that this is a federally author-
ized project? Is the Senator unaware of 
that? 

Mr. COBURN. I understand that. 
Mrs. BOXER. Cost sharing goes along 

with this project just as with every 
other project. So for the Senator to 
stand up and suggest that we don’t pay 
into this project is simply false. 

Mr. COBURN. Reclaiming my time, 
since it is a question, this isn’t about 
whether you pay your share. It is about 
whether it is an emergency. If it is an 
emergency, then why wasn’t it done 
last time? Why are we going back—why 
isn’t a Corps that spent 46 years doing 
this project going back to repair what 
they didn’t do right in the first place? 

I am going back to the main point 
and then I am through. I will talk 
again in the morning. Where is the 
money coming from? Had the money 
been paid for, I would not be out here. 

But the money isn’t paid for. It is bor-
rowed. So when you take $10.9 million, 
take your calculator out and put it at 
30 years and amortize it at 6 percent, 
you will come up to about $55 million. 
That is what we are actually going to 
pay to do this $10.9 million because we 
are borrowing the money. That is my 
point. I am not against doing it, not 
against getting it done, against preven-
tion. What I am against is borrowing 
the money against the future of this 
country because we refuse to make the 
hard choices. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I cannot 

allow certain things that were said to 
go unchallenged. My friend says this is 
not about paying your share, after he 
said it was about that. He made a big 
point, why doesn’t California do some-
thing? Of course, we are doing some-
thing. We abide by the law. I have to 
say to my friend, if something happens 
in California, a bread basket of this 
country in many ways, there is going 
to be suffering throughout this coun-
try. If something happens to this econ-
omy, let alone the 112,000 people who 
live in this pocket, this particular 
amendment will put them at greater 
risk. 

My friend says he believes in preven-
tion. He is a doctor. I am sure he does 
and I am sure he does a wonderful job 
at that. But he doesn’t believe in pre-
vention right now, I will tell you that. 
Because that is what Senator FEIN-
STEIN, Governor Schwarzenegger, and 
both Democratic candidates for Gov-
ernor—everybody agrees this has to be 
done. This is a Federal project. This is 
not a State project. This is a Federal 
project with a State share. The Army 
Corps has a responsibility which they 
have stepped up to the plate to do, and 
they told us they need these funds. As 
far as not paying for this, we know 
that emergencies get special treatment 
around here because they are emer-
gencies. My friend says, why is this an 
emergency? Take a look at this. This 
isn’t the way a river is supposed to 
look, the way a riverbank is supposed 
to look. This isn’t the way a tree that 
was on the land is supposed to look, 
when it was on the other side of the 
riverbank. When you get the second 
highest predicted snow pack melt 
known to the history since they start-
ed taking down the record, in the his-
tory of California, yes, you have an 
emergency. 

I know my friend from Oklahoma left 
the floor. I hope he joins me in a pay- 
as-you-go budget because I have voted 
for that every year. Frankly, right be-
fore the Bush administration, we had 
surpluses. Now we have deficits. I will 
admit that. I support pay-as-you-go 
budgeting. I have voted for it. We can 
talk about that another day. But this 
is a true emergency, just as I believe 
funding the veterans home in Mis-
sissippi was, which I was sorry I didn’t 
get a chance to vote on. I listened to 
the debate. I could hardly believe my 
ears that the Senator from Oklahoma 
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